Iran

	Islamic Republic of Iran 

جمهوری اسلامی ايران
Jomhuri-ye Islāmi-ye Irān

	







Flag
Emblem


	Motto: Esteqlāl, āzādi, jomhuri-ye eslāmi1  (Persian)
"Independence, freedom, Islamic Republic"

	Anthem: Sorud-e Melli-ye Irān²

	




	Capital
(and largest city)
	Tehran
35°41′N 51°25′E﻿ / ﻿35.683, 51.417

	Official languages
	Persian

	Recognised regional languages
	constitutional recognition of the regional languages such as Azeri, Kurdish, and Mazandarani, and Gilaki[1]

	Demonym
	Iranian

	Government
	Islamic Republic

	 - 
	Supreme Leader
	Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

	 - 
	President
	Mahmoud Ahmadi nejad

	 - 
	First Vice President
	Parviz Davoodi

	 - 
	Chairman of the Assembly of Experts and Expediency Discernment Council
	

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani

	 - 
	Speaker of the Majlis
	Ali Larijani

	Unification[2]

	 - 
	Median kingdom
	625 BC[2] 

	 - 
	Safavid dynasty
(reestablishment)
	1501[3] 

	 - 
	Islamic Republic declared
	1 April 1979 

	Area

	 - 
	Total
	1,648,195 km2 (18th)
636,372 sq mi 

	 - 
	Water (%)
	0.7

	Population

	 - 
	2007 (1385 AP) census
	70,472,846³ (17th)

	 - 
	Density
	42/km2 (163th)
109/sq mi

	GDP (PPP)
	2008 estimate

	 - 
	Total
	$816.839 billion[4] (18th)

	 - 
	Per capita
	$11,209[4] (71st)

	GDP (nominal)
	2008 estimate

	 - 
	Total
	$382.328 billion[4] (29th)

	 - 
	Per capita
	$5,246[4] (85th)

	Gini (2006)
	44.5 (medium) 

	HDI (2008)
	▲ 0.777 (medium) (84th)

	Currency
	Iranian rial (ريال) (IRR)

	Time zone
	IRST (UTC+3:30)

	 - 
	Summer (DST)
	Iran Daylight Time (IRDT) (UTC+4:30)

	Drives on the
	right

	Internet TLD
	.ir

	Calling code
	98

	1
	bookrags.com

	2
	iranchamber.com

	3
	Statistical Centre of Iran. "تغییرات جمعیت کشور طی سال‌های ۱۳۳۵-۱۳۸۵" (in Persian). Retrieved on 2007-05-16.

	4
	CIA Factbook


	



	Iran portal


Iran (Persian: ايران, /irɒn/↔

 [ʔiˈɾɒn] (help·info)), officially the Islamic Republic of Iran[5], formerly known internationally as Persia until 1935, is a country in Central Eurasia, located on the northeastern shore of the Persian Gulf. Since 1949, both the names "Persia" and "Iran" are used, however, Iran is used for an official and political context.[6]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-iranian-6#cite_note-iranian-6" \o "" [7] The name Iran is a cognate of Aryan, and means "Land of the Aryans".[8]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-wiscper-8#cite_note-wiscper-8" \o "" [9]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-about.com-9#cite_note-about.com-9" \o "" [10]
The 18th largest country in the world in terms of area at 1,648,195 km², Iran has a population of over seventy million. It is a country of special geostrategic significance due to its central location in Eurasia. Iran is bordered on the north by Armenia, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan. As Iran is a littoral state of the Caspian Sea, which is an inland sea and condominium, Kazakhstan and Russia are also Iran's direct neighbors to the north. Iran is bordered on the east by Afghanistan and Pakistan, on the south by the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, and on the west by Turkey and Iraq. Tehran is the capital, the country's largest city and the political, cultural, commercial, and industrial center of the nation. Iran is a regional power,[11]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-petro-hunt-11#cite_note-petro-hunt-11" \o "" [12] and occupies an important position in international energy security and world economy as a result of its large reserves of petroleum and natural gas.

Iran is home to one of the world's oldest continuous major civilizations, with historical and urban settlements dating back to 4000 BC.[13]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-iran-daily-13#cite_note-iran-daily-13" \o "" [14]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-iranian.ws-14#cite_note-iranian.ws-14" \o "" [15] The Iranian Medes unified Iran into a kingdom in 625 BC.[2] They were succeeded by three Iranian Empires, the Achaemenids, Parthians and Sassanids, which governed Iran for more than 1000 years. After centuries of foreign occupation and short-lived native dynasties, Iran was once again reunified as an independent state in 1501 by the Safavid dynasty[16] — who promoted Twelver Shi'a Islam[17] as the official religion of their empire, marking one of the most important turning points in the history of Islam.[18] Iran had been a monarchy ruled by a Shah, or emperor, almost without interruption from 1501 until the 1979 Iranian Revolution, when Iran officially became an Islamic republic on 1 April 1979.[19]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-Britannica-19#cite_note-Britannica-19" \o "" [20]
Iran is a founding member of the UN, NAM, OIC and OPEC. The political system of Iran, based on the 1979 Constitution, comprises several intricately connected governing bodies. The highest state authority is the Supreme Leader. Shia Islam is the official religion and Persian is the official language.[21]
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Etymology
The term Iran (ایران) in modern Persian derives from the Proto-Iranian term Aryānām first attested in Zoroastrianism's Avesta tradition.[22] Ariya- and Airiia- are also attested as an ethnic designator in Achaemenid inscriptions. The term Ērān, from Middle Persian Ērān (written as ʼyrʼn) is found on the inscription that accompanies the investiture relief of Ardashir I at Naqsh-e Rustam.[23] In this inscription, the king's appellation in Middle Persian contains the term ērān (Pahlavi ʼryʼn), while in the Parthian language inscription that accompanies it, the term aryān describes Iran. In Ardashir's time, ērān retained this meaning, denoting the people rather than the state.

Notwithstanding this inscriptional use of ērān to refer to the Iranian peoples, the use of ērān to refer to the geographical empire is also attested in the early Sassanid period. An inscription relating to Shapur I, Ardashir's son and immediate successor, includes regions which were not inhabited primarily by Iranians in Ērān regions, such as Armenia and the Caucasus."[24] In Kartir's inscriptions the high priest includes the same regions in his list of provinces of the antonymic Anērān.[24] Both ērān and aryān comes from the Proto-Iranian term Aryānām, (Land) of the (Iranian) Aryas. The word and concept of Airyanem Vaejah is present in the name of the country Iran (Lit. Land of the Aryans) inasmuch as Iran (Ērān) is the modern Persian form of the word Aryānā.

The country has always been known to its own people as Iran, however in the outside world, the official name of Iran from the 6th century BC until 1935 was Persia or similar foreign language translations (La Perse, Das Persien, Perzie, etc.).[6] In that year, Reza Shah asked the international community to call the country by the name "Iran". A few years later, some Persian scholars protested to the government that changing the name had separated the country from its past, so in 1949[6]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-iranian-6#cite_note-iranian-6" \o "" [7] Mohammad Reza Shah announced that both terms could officially be used interchangeably. Now both terms are common, but "Iran" is used mostly in the modern political context and "Persia" in a cultural and historical context. Since the Iranian Revolution of 1979, the official name of the country has been the "Islamic Republic of Iran."

Geography and climate








Satellite image of Iran









Mount Damavand, Iran's highest point located in Mazanderan.

Iran is the eighteenth largest country in the world.[25] Its area roughly equals that of the United Kingdom, France, Spain, and Germany combined, or slightly less than the state of Alaska.[26]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-26#cite_note-26" \o "" [27] Its borders are with Azerbaijan (432 km/268 mi) and Armenia (35 km/22 mi) to the north-west; the Caspian Sea to the north; Turkmenistan (992 km/616 mi) to the north-east; Pakistan (909 km/565 mi) and Afghanistan (936 km/582 mi) to the east; Turkey (499 km/310 mi) and Iraq (1,458 km/906 mi) to the west; and finally the waters of the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman to the south. Iran's area is 1,648,000 km² (approximately 636,300 sq mi).[28]








Eurasian Lynx
Iran consists of the Iranian Plateau with the exception of the coasts of the Caspian Sea and Khuzestan. It is one of the world's most mountainous countries, its landscape dominated by rugged mountain ranges that separate various basins or plateaux from one another. The populous western part is the most mountainous, with ranges such as the Caucasus, Zagros and Alborz Mountains; the latter contains Iran's highest point, Mount Damavand at 5,610 m (18,405 ft), which is not only the country's highest peak but also the highest mountain on the Eurasian landmass west of the Hindu Kush.[29] The Northern part of Iran is covered by dense rain forests called Shomal or the Jungles of Iran. The eastern part consists mostly of desert basins such as the Dasht-e Kavir, Iran's largest desert, in the north-central portion of the country, and the Dasht-e Lut, in the east, as well as some salt lakes. This is because the mountain ranges are too high for rain clouds to reach these regions. The only large plains are found along the coast of the Caspian Sea and at the northern end of the Persian Gulf, where Iran borders the mouth of the Shatt al-Arab (or the Arvand Rūd) river. Smaller, discontinuous plains are found along the remaining coast of the Persian Gulf, the Strait of Hormuz and the Sea of Oman.

Iran's climate ranges from arid or semiarid, to subtropical along the Caspian coast and the northern forests. On the northern edge of the country (the Caspian coastal plain) temperatures nearly fall below freezing and it remains humid for the rest of the year. Summer temperatures rarely exceed 29 °C (85 °F).[30]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-simmons-30#cite_note-simmons-30" \o "" [31] Annual precipitation is 680 mm (27 in) in the eastern part of the plain and more than 1,700 mm (67 in) in the western part. To the west, settlements in the Zagros basin experience lower temperatures, severe winters with below zero average daily temperatures and heavy snowfall. The eastern and central basins are arid, with less than 200 mm (eight in) of rain, and have occasional deserts.[31] Average summer temperatures exceed 38 °C (100 °F). The coastal plains of the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman in southern Iran have mild winters, and very humid and hot summers. The annual precipitation ranges from 135 to 355 mm (five to fourteen inches).[31]
Iran's wildlife is composed of several animal species including bears, gazelles, wild pigs, wolves, jackals, panthers, Eurasian lynx, and foxes. Other domestic animals include, sheep, goats, cattle, horses, water buffalo, donkeys, and camels. The pheasant, partridge, stork, eagles and falcon are also native to Iran.

Provinces and Cities








After the revolution, Shahyad Tower was renamed Freedom Tower




· Ardabil
· Bushehr
· Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari
· Esfahan
· Fars
· Gilan
· Golestan
· Hamadan
· Hormozgan
· Ilam
· Kerman
· Kermanshah
· Khuzestan
· Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer-Ahmad
· Kordestan
· Lorestan
· Markazi
· Mazandaran
· Qazvin
· Qom
· Razavi
Khorasan
· Semnan
· Sistan and
Baluchestan
· Tehran
· Yazd
· Zanjan
· North
Khorasan
· South
Khorasan
· West
Azarbaijan
· East
Azarbaijan
Iran is divided into THIRTY PROVINCES (ostān), each governed by an appointed governor (استاندار, ostāndār). The provinces are divided into counties (shahrestān), and subdivided into districts (bakhsh) and sub-districts (dehestān).

Iran has one of the highest urban-growth rates in the world. From 1950 to 2002 the urban proportion of the population increased from 27% to 60%.[32] The United Nations predicts that by 2030 80% of the population will be urban.[33] Most internal migrants have settled near the cities of Tehran, Isfahan, Ahvaz, and Qom. The listed populations are from the 2006/07 (1385 AP) census.[34] Tehran, with population of 7,705,036, is the largest city in Iran and is the Capital city. Tehran is home to around 11% of Iran's population. Tehran, like many big cities, suffers from severe air pollution. It is the hub of the country's communication and transport network.

Mashhad with a population of 2.8 million is the second largest Iranian city and the centre of the province of Razavi Khorasan. Mashahd is one of the holiest Shi'a cities in the world as it is the site of the Imam Reza shrine. It is the centre of tourism in Iran and between 15 and 20 million pilgrims go to the Imam Reza's shrine every year.[35]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-35#cite_note-35" \o "" [36] Another major Iranian city is Isfahan (population 1,986,542). Isfahan is the capital of Isfahan Province. The Naghsh-e Jahan Square in Isfahan has been designated by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. The city contains a wide variety of Islamic architectural sites ranging from the eleventh to the 19th century. The growth of suburb area around the city has turned Isfahan to the second most populous metropolitan area (3,430,353).[37] The other major Iranian cities are Karaj (population 1,732,275), Tabriz (population 1,597,312) and Shiraz (population 1,227,331). Karaj is located in Tehran province and is situated 20 km west of Tehran, at the foot of Alborz mountains, however the city is increasingly becoming an extension of the metropolitan Tehran.

History
Early history (3200 BC–625 BC)








19th century reconstruction of a map of the world by Eratosthenes, c.200 BC. The name Ariana (Aryânâ) was used to describe the region where the Iranian Plateau is found.

Dozens of pre-historic sites across the Iranian plateau point to the existence of ancient cultures and urban settlements in the fourth millennium BC,[13]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-iran-daily-13#cite_note-iran-daily-13" \o "" [14]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran" \l "cite_note-iranian.ws-14#cite_note-iranian.ws-14" \o "" [15] centuries before the earliest civilizations arose in nearby Mesopotamia.[38] Proto-Iranians first emerged following the separation of Indo-Iranians, and are traced to the Bactria-Margiana Archaeological Complex.[39] Aryan, (Proto-Iranian) tribes arrived in the Iranian plateau in the third and second millennium BC, probably in more than one wave of emigration, and settled as nomads. Further separation of Proto-Iranians into "Eastern" and "Western" groups occurred due to migration. By the first millennium BC, Medes, Persians, Bactrians and Parthians populated the western part, while Cimmerians, Sarmatians and Alans populated the steppes north of the Black Sea. Other tribes began to settle on the eastern edge, as far as on the mountainous frontier of north-western Indian subcontinent and into the area which is now Balochistan. Others, such as the Scythian tribes spread as far west as the Balkans and as far east as Xinjiang. Avestan is an eastern Old Iranian language that was used to compose the sacred hymns and canon of the Zoroastrian Avesta in c. 1000 BC.

Pre-Islamic Statehood (625 BC–651 AD)








The Cyrus Cylinder is considered the first recorded declaration of human rights in history.

The Medes are credited with the unification[2] of Iran as a nation and empire (625[2]–559  BC), the largest of its day, until Cyrus the Great established a unified empire of the Medes and Persians leading to the Achaemenid Empire (559–330  BC), and further unification between peoples and cultures. After Cyrus' death, his son Cambyses continued his father's work of conquest, making significant gains in Egypt. Following a power struggle after Cambyses' death Darius I was declared king (ruled 522–486 BC). Under Cyrus the Great and Darius the Great, the Persian Empire eventually became the largest and most powerful empire in human history up until that point.[40] The borders of the Persian empire stretched from the Indus and Oxus Rivers in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the west, extending through Anatolia (modern day Turkey) and Egypt.









Achaemenid empire at its greatest extent about 500 BC

In 499 BC Athens lent support to a revolt in Miletus which resulted in the sacking of Sardis. This led to an Achaemenid campaign against Greece known as the Greco-Persian Wars which lasted the first half of the 5th century BC. During the Greco-Persian wars Persia made some major advantages and razed Athens in 480 BC, But after a string of Greek victories the Persians were forced to withdraw. Fighting ended with the peace of Callias in 449 BC.









Persepolis, ceremonial capital of the Persian Empire during the Achaemenid dynasty
The rules and ethics emanating from Zoroaster's teachings were strictly followed by the Achaemenids who introduced and adopted policies based on human rights, equality and banning of slavery. Zoroastrianism spread unimposed during the time of the Achaemenids and through contacts with the exiled Jewish people in Babylon freed by Cyrus, Zoroastrian concepts further propagated and influenced into other Abrahamic religions. The Golden Age of Athens marked by Aristotle, Plato and Socrates also came about during the Achaemenid period while their contacts with Persia and the Near East abounded. The peace, tranquility, security and prosperity that were afforded to the people of the Near East and Southeastern Europe proved to be a rare historical occurrence, an unparalleled period where commerce prospered, and the standard of living for all people of the region improved.[41]
In 334 BC Alexander the Great invaded the Achaemenid Empire, defeating the last Achaemenid Emperor Darius III at the Battle of Issus in 333 BC. He left the annexed territory in 328–327. In each of the former Achaemenid territories he installed his own officers as caretakers, which led to friction and ultimately to the partitioning of the former empire after Alexander's death.









A bust from the National Museum of Iran of Queen Musa
The Parthian Empire (238 BC - 226 AD), led by the Arsacid Dynasty, was the third Iranian kingdom to dominate the Iranian plateau, after defeating the Greek Seleucid Empire, beginning in the late 3rd century BC, and intermittently controlled Mesopotamia between ca. 150  BC and 224 AD. These were the third native dynasty of ancient Iran and lasted five centuries. After the conquests of Media, Assyria, Babylonia and Elam, the Parthians had to organize their empire. The former elites of these countries were Greek, and the new rulers had to adapt to their customs if they wanted their rule to last. As a result, the cities retained their ancient rights and civil administrations remained more or less undisturbed.

Parthia was the arch-enemy of the Roman Empire in the east, limiting Rome's expansion beyond Cappadocia (central Anatolia). By using a heavily armed and armoured cataphract cavalry, and lightly armed but highly mobile mounted archers, the Parthians "held their own against Rome for almost 300 years".[42] Rome's acclaimed general Mark Antony led a disastrous campaign against the Parthians in 36 BC in which he lost 32,000 men. By the time of Roman emperor Augustus, Rome and Parthia were settling some of their differences through diplomacy. By this time, Parthia had acquired an assortment of golden eagles, the cherished standards of Rome's legions, captured from Mark Antony, and Crassus, who suffered a defeat at Carrhae in 53 BC.[43]








Rock-face relief at Naqsh-e Rustam of Iranian emperor Shapur I (on horseback) capturing Roman emperor Valerian (kneeing) and Philip the Arab (standing)

The end of the Parthian Empire came in 224 AD, when the empire was loosely organized and the last king was defeated by Ardashir I, one of the empire's vassals. Ardashir I then went on to create the Sassanid Empire. Soon he started reforming the country both economically and militarily. The Sassanids established an empire roughly within the frontiers achieved by the Achaemenids, referring to it as Erânshahr or Iranshahr, Iranians


, "Dominion of the Aryans", (i.e. of ), with their capital at Ctesiphon.[44] Unlike the diadochic Seleucids and the succeeding Arsacids, who used a vassalary system, the Sassanids—like the Achaemenids—had a system of governors (MP: shahrab) personally appointed by the Emperor and directed by the central government. The Romans suffered repeated losses particularly by Ardashir I, Shapur I, and Shapur II
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